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Principal’s Pen

Kia oraWhānau,

Thank you to all of those parents who have filled in the
school board’s Strategic Planning Survey. I know it
seems early to be thinking about 2024 but much of our
planning happens now so your feedback is highly
appreciated. If you haven’t yet had the chance to fill
out the survey, you still can by clicking here.

On another note, we have had a pretty sharp rise in
sickness recently (as I write this, I am sitting at home
with my own daughter). This week we have had around
15-20% of our students absent each day.

The best way to help us as a school when your child is
sick; is to communicate it with us. Our HERO app is the
easiest but emails and phone calls are fine too. Please
always let us know by 9am. If this doesn’t happen, it is
a big job following up with everyone.

If you think your child is going to be away for an
extended period of time, then an explanation email is
always appreciated. This helps us with our
attendances but also helps us know what bugs and
illnesses are out there.

Thank you for your continued support.

Ngāmihi nui,
Grant Excell
Principal

School News

PTA Run-a-Thon
Our PTA is about to take on a project of purchasing
new swing sets for our school. To successfully
complete this project, we will be undertaking a
fundraising Run-a-thon. A Run-a-thon is when
children try to complete as many laps of an obstacle
course as possible in a given time. A lap is
approximately 250 metres. Any fundraising money left
over will go towards sports gear.

This will be held on Thursday 14 September on the
school field.

All children will be participating. The course will be for
all abilities.

Children have brought home a sponsorship form last
week. They are encouraged to ask people themselves
so that they have some ownership over the project.
People can sponsor per lap or just give a donation.

Money will need to be handed in by Monday 18
September along with the completed sponsorship
form. There will be prizes for:
- most money raised
- class that raises the most money
- most laps completed

Times for each class will be confirmed closer to the
event.

https://forms.gle/UWR23hrB3Tgy6Vfc9


School Sun Hats - For Term 4

Summer is coming! Bucket style sun
hats are compulsory in Terms 1 and 4
each year. Plain navy and green hats
are available from Poppet Clothing.
Navy hats with the Orbell logo are
available from the school office for

$15.00 with cash payment on receipt of the hat. Sizes are
54cm, 58cm and 61cm.

Wanted
We are after Size 8-10 school uniform shirts. If you have any
spare, please drop them off to Sue in the office. Many
thanks!

Hero App
Did you know that you can use this app
for advising us of attendances for
sickness, away, picking up from school
early etc… If you would like instructions
on how to download this app, please
contact the school office. Thank you.

School Hours!
We have changed our morning tea and lunch times as
follows:
9am – 3pm (children must not be at school before
8.30am)
10.40am – 11.00am – Interval
12.15pm – 1.10pm – Lunch
Office Hours - 8.30am to 4pm

If your children are going to be absent, late or picking up
early, the school office must be advised before 9am. You
can do this by Hero App, email or phone (leave a message.)
This is important, not just for health and safety but so
our teachers can plan the day
Going on holiday or away 5 days or more? This must be in
writing, please send an email to the school office with the
dates away. Many thanks.

Infectious
Illness

Return to School
Minimum Time

Cold, Sore Throat, Flu
and Covid symptoms

Until well

Vomiting and/or
Diarrhoea

48 hours and until well after last
episode of vomiting or diarrhoea

Community Items

School Hours
9am- 3pm (Children must not be at school before 8.30am) Lunch: 12.15pm-1.10pm

Office Hours: 8.30am - 4pm

Contact Details & Bank Account Information (No Eftpos)
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