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Te Kura o Te Anau 

 

Principal's Pen 

Kia ora koutou 

Te Anau School has been buzzing with all sorts of exciting things happening across the school! 

Our new school hall is also beginning to take shape. The contractors have been working hard to 

keep the project running smoothly and on schedule. It's fantastic to see the progress being 

made. 

On Friday, I had the pleasure of tasting some outstanding chocolate chip biscuits made by the 

Cooking Club; they were absolutely delicious! 

Today, I was also blown away by some amazing writing by Sophie Neems in Room 3. Ka pai, 

Sophie! Sophie looked at an exemplar piece of narrative writing, planned her story using a story 

map, then drafted and published the final piece. A wonderful example of the writing process in 

action, from planning through to publishing. 



 

 

Fangle and the Mischief Monkeys

Once upon a time there lived a pirate called Fangle. She
lived in the Caribbean and loved exploring and hunting for
treasure.

One day Fangle was out on an adventure when she came

across a shiny glass bottle floating on the current. She

picked it up and pulled out the cork. Fangle was smiling as

bright as a star. When she unrolled the scroll of paper she

was surprised to discover that it was a treasure map!

Fangle didn't notice the picture of the mischievous looking
monkey staring back at her.

Through the afternoon Fangle followed the treasure map

until she reached a desolate island. She climbed off her

ship feeling like a big bottle of fizzy that had been shaken
up. When Fangle finally reached the X (marks the spot) she

was suddenly surrounded by brown, hairy, mischievous

looking monkeys.

As she watched in wonder they set traps all around the cave

in which the X was placed. Fangle racked her brain for a

solution. Aha! She pulled out her secret weapon. A banana!

She threw the banana far into the forest and the monkeys

chased after it. She pulled out her machete and whacked at

the traps until they broke.

Finally she got to pull out her shovel and dig to her heart's

content. As Fangle sailed home with her treasure she

thought to herself "what a great adventure" and she lived

happily ever after.

Sophie
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Story Mapping Boxes

Beginning

What happens at the beginning?

Who are the main characters?

Where is it set?

How are the characters feeling?

Build up

What happens next?

How does the story hint at a

problem?

How are the characters feeling?

Problem

What is the problem within

the story?

How are the characters feeling?

Resolutioл

How is this problem resolved/

sorted out?

How are the characters feeling?

Ending

How does the story end?

Does it end happily? Is there a
twist to the plot?

How are the characters feeling?
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Unbaaaalievable Speech Update 

Zara and Willa proudly competed in the Northern Western Speech competitions on Tuesday 

evening. Well done to both Zara and Willa for showing pride in themselves and their school. 

Zara gained 2nd place in the Year 5-6 age group. She proudly showed up to my office this 

morning with her beaming smile and certificate. Zara’s next step is competing in the Southland 

Inter-School Speech Grand Finals. Congratulations Zara! 

Staffing Updates 

As many of you will know, Dawn Hansen has been away over the past couple of weeks 

supporting her husband Dean. She has now made the decision to step down from her roles as 

Assistant Principal and Junior Team Leader. 

We will greatly miss Dawn's leadership and her efficient administrative skills, but we fully 

understand and support her choice to prioritise her family at this time. 

Dawn will continue her role in Room 8 as the wonderful Mrs Hansen, where she can focus on 

her passion for classroom teaching. 



We’re pleased to share that Bridget Meffan will be stepping into the role of Junior Team Leader 

for the remainder of the year. We warmly welcome Bridget into this position and know she will 

be well supported by the rest of the Junior Team. 

We’re also pleased to share that Karyn Gamble will be back on deck in Room 11 next term. She’s 

very much looking forward to reconnecting with the children and seeing how far they’ve come 

during her time away. 

We’d also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Tina Hardie for her care, dedication, and 

commitment to the Room 11 children and their families. We’ve truly appreciated having Tina as 

part of the team here at Te Anau School. 

The good news is we’re not saying goodbye just yet! You’ll still see plenty of Tina around the 

school in Term 4, as she’ll be joining us for some release and relieving work. 

 



Elections  

Board elections close in just 15 days! 

I’ve been told by many that Te Anau School has a very high response rate so I’m holding on to 

high hopes! 

At the moment, here’s where our voting rate stands with 15 days to go. Let’s keep that 

momentum going! 

Please take a moment to read the candidate statements included in this newsletter, and don’t 

forget to get your voting papers in. Your voice matters. Help shape the future of our school by 

placing your vote. 

It’s hard to believe, but September is just three days away, which means it might be time to 

start thinking about whose turn it is to host Christmas this year! Better get those family group 

chats going early to secure your spot. 

Wishing you a great rest of the week. 

 

Ngā mihi nui, 

Fallon Graham 

Tumuaki/Principal 



Board Election Candidates  

 

1 - Kia ora koutou, 

My name is Kris, a dad of four, with three currently at Te Anau Primary and one at college. My wife and I have lived in Te Anau 
for seven years and feel lucky to be part of such a great community. 

I'm a community-focused police officer and I also lead Te Anau Blue Light, empowering youth in the basin. I’ve served on the Te 
Anau School Board for the past three years, including the past year as Presiding Member. Over this time, I’ve helped lead the 

Board through the appointment of our new Principal and the exciting development of the school hall. 

It's important your Board understands its Purpose, their People, the Processes and ultimately deliver this through Performance. I 
have experience and a clear understanding of governance and how to work in a collaborative team to ensure the best outcomes 

for your children. 

I’m passionate about continuing this progress and would appreciate the opportunity to keep working on behalf of your school 
community. 

Thanks, 

Kris Dale 



 

2 - I’m Sarah - I live in Te Anau with my partner Nathan who is a Forman on the Milford road and our kids Mason and Laura who 
are both at Te Anau School. I work at Mitre 10 and enjoy helping people.  

Before becoming a mum I spent 10 years in aviation working as a helicopter pilot, the later years based out of Milford.  

I enjoy being outdoors and getting the kids out as much as we can biking, swimming, camping and having fun.  

I helped as a Kea and Cub leader for Scouts for a few years and loved getting to know all the kids and adults who are connected.  

I hope to contribute a positive outlook and bring my enthusiasm. 

 

3 - I’m Vanessa Horwell, mum to Ari (9) and Thea (8), and I’ve lived in Te Anau for the past eight years. I work for Te Waiau 
Mahika Kai Trust, leading environmental restoration and cultural connection projects in the Waiau catchment. My background is 

in science, conservation and planning — including environmental and transport planning, as well as languages. I’m a strong 



supporter of the school through environmental mahi both on and off the school grounds and regularly volunteer for school trips 
and other activities. 

I’ve served on a number of boards over the years, including the Flite Incorporated (trampolining), Fiordland Community Garden 
Charitable Trust, Christchurch Coastal Pathway, Fiordland Families Network, Te Anau Playcentre, and the Toy Library. I’ve 

completed the Institute of Directors’ Governance Essentials training and bring hands-on experience in governance, financial 
oversight, strategic planning and working collaboratively with communities. 

I believe in supporting our young people to reach their full potential — academically, socially, and emotionally. I’m a strong 
advocate for building inclusive learning environments and fostering a life-long love for learning in our tamariki. I value open 

communication, good relationships, and practical problem-solving. I’m interested in strengthening the school’s engagement with 
whānau and supporting its journey with Te Tiriti o Waitangi and Te Ao Māori, as well as encouraging opportunities to integrate 

science and sustainability into the curriculum. 

My strengths include clear communication, financial literacy, community engagement, and a collaborative approach. Outside of 
work my interests include conservation, gardening, reading, sustainability and outdoor pursuits like tramping, biking, climbing, 

kayaking and orienteering. I care about the wellbeing and success of our tamariki and welcome the opportunity to serve our 
school community as a trustee. 

Ngā mihi nui, 

Vanessa Horwell 

 

4 - My name is Jason Palmer, and I’m excited to put my name forward for the Te Anau Primary School Board of Trustees. 

Our whānau has been part of the Te Anau community for the past 18 months. I’m the proud dad of Esme, who is in Year 5, and 
Luna, who will join the kura (school) next year. 

My current role is as the manager of Te Kūwaha Mātauraka – the John McGlashan College Second Campus at Te Anau Downs. 
Prior to moving here, I taught Māori, Geography, History and Outdoor Education at South Otago High School in Balclutha for 11 

years. 

I’m passionate about education in all its forms and believe there’s far more to learning than what happens in the classroom. I’m 
actively involved in school life—attending trips, running activities, and this year leading the Friday Outdoor Education club. 



As a former teacher of Te Reo Māori, I have a strong understanding of tikanga Māori and believe in the importance of reflecting 
Te Ao Māori (the Māori world view) in our kura. 

As a board member, I’d love to contribute to the direction Te Anau Primary is heading. This is a great school, and I’d like to help 
ensure it continues to thrive. I believe that I would bring a balanced perspective from both teaching/learning and governance. A 

key part of my current role at John McGlashan involves writing and reviewing policies and procedures, and I have expertise in 
EOTC (Education Outside the Classroom) policy, compliance, and risk management. 

Above all, I believe school should be a place where every child feels safe, supported, and excited to learn. 

Thank you for considering me as a candidate. I’d be honoured to serve our school and community. 

Ngā manaakitanga, Jason Palmer 

 

5 - Hi, my name is Selina and I’m putting my name forward for the School Board.  

As a born and bred Southlander, I have lived in Te Anau for the past 9 years after spending time working and travelling overseas.  

My partner and I own and operate The Fat Duck Restaurant, and we have two boys who are 10 and 4 years old.  Our 10 year is 
old currently attending Te Anau primary, and our 4-year-old is not far behind. 

I have been incredibly impressed by Te Anau primary, and it’s focus on Tamariki since our oldest joined.  The teachers and team 
involved have created an amazing learning environment for the children where the goal is very much on encouraging and 

supporting the children. 

Both as a business owner and as someone who has travelled in countries that are less fortunate to ours, I believe I bring an open 
mind, practical thinking and a support and growth mindset with a community focus. 

I would love the opportunity to be able to contribute and serve in a way to help ensure the schools continued success.  

Regards, 

Selina Wright 



 School News 

Welcome! 

Zachary Hamilton has turned five and started at Te Anau School this week! Happy birthday, 

Zachary, and welcome to our school! 

 

Reminders: 

• If you are visiting school during school hours, you must sign in and out at the office, 

even for a short visit.  

• The school office must be advised before 9am (by Hero or phone) if your child is late or 

picking up early. Your child must be signed in and out at the school office. 

Thank you. 



 

 

Our school will be closed to all students on Friday 24 October due to a Teacher Only Day 

 



School Term Calendar 2025 

You can also access our school calendar through the website www.teanau.school.nz1 

Click on 'Our School' on the taskbar, then click on 'Calendar' 

• 1-2 September - Spaceward Bound 

• 3-4 September - School Photos 

• 8 September - World Literacy Day 

• 9 September - John Parsons Cyber Safety 

• 12 September - Whole School Assembly 9.30am Event Centre 

• 15 September - Mobile Dental Unit approximate arrival date 

• 16 September - Transition to School Meeting - Room 12 - 3.15pm 

• 16 September - Poppet Clothing (School Uniform) visit 1.00pm - 3.00pm 

• 19 September - Last Day of Term 3 

• 6 October - First Day of Term 4 

• 24 October - Teacher Only Day - SCHOOL CLOSED 

• 27 October - Labour Day - SCHOOL CLOSED 

• 28-31 October - Junior Swimsafe Week 

• 31 October - Pet Day - Rugby Grounds 

• 11 November - Year 6 Waiau Habitat Trust Day 

• 24-28 November - Year 6 Dunedin Camp Week 

• 1-2 December - Year 5 Deep Cove Camp 

• 11-12 December - Year 4 Camp 

• 16 December - Last Day of School and Year 6 Graduation - Event Centre Stadium 11am 

• 2026 TERM DATES: Term 1 2nd Feb - 3 April Term 2 20th Apr - 3 July Term 3 20th Jul - 25 

Sep Term 4 12 Oct-11 Dec 

 
1https://www.teanau.school.nz/ 



Community Notices 
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8:30AM -3PM ILT STAD UM
SOUTHLAND

SPORTS-TASTIC
HOLIDAY

PROGRAMME
$55 PERDAY

S150 ALL THREE DAYS

WWW.STADIUMSOUTH.CO.NZ | 03 219 9310 TAMARIKI
5-11

YEARS

Remember to Brush...

Morning

& Night

Why Brush?

Plaque is a sticky white layer full of

germs (bacteria) that coats our teeth.

Brushing twice a day gets rid of plaque. If we
don't brush our teeth, these germs aren't

removed and plaque quickly builds up.

Over time, the plaque can cause holes in our

teeth and also harm our gums

Every Day

Health New Zealand
Te Whatu Ora

2+2

is best to do!

2 minutes to brush all surfaces

2 x daily with fluoride toothpaste

Community Oral

Health Service
f Talkteeth Southern

CCS Disability Action

Community Support Worker Te Anau

Job Type: Part time

Description: Community Support Worker

Hours: Casual and minimum guaranteed hours position

Experience working in the Health and Disability sector would

be an advantage

Contact: Tony Kahukura

Service Coordinator

CCS Disability Action Southland

Phone: 027 458 258

Email: tony.kahukura@ccsdisabilityaction.org.nz



 

 

WE WANT YOU!

ILT CHRISTMAS VARIETY SHOW

AUDITIONS
25 YEAR
SPECTACULAR

SEPTEMBER 13

REGISTER ONLINE
WWW.STADIUMSOUTH.CO.NZ

SHOW DATE: 17 & 18 DECEMBER

TICKETS ON SALE SOON...
ILT STADIUM

SOUTHLAND

Host an international exchange student

Give your children
a global perspective

Welcoming an exchange student into your home is as rewarding for

you as it is for the students! You provide a bed to sleep in and a spot

at the dinner table, and your student will teach you, your family and

your greater community about an entirely new culture.

Your children will discover a new worldly perspective and they may

even learn their host sibling's language.

Most of all, you'll gain a family member and a life-long connection to

another part of the world. That relationship will stay with your family

forever.

Scan to learn more!

www.youreducation.co.nz

f@youreducationinbound

@youreducationnz

Angela James

angelajames@outlook.co.nz
027 331 8030

YOUR EDUCATION
High School Exchanges



 

 


