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Principal's Pen 

Kia ora koutou,  

September is here, and little reminders of kōanga (spring) are popping up all around us. The 

beauty of this season is that it reminds us of growth, renewal and fresh starts. Things begin to 

bloom, babies are born, and te rā (the sun) starts to make more of an appearance. Blue skies 

are on their way, bringing vitamin D, longer days, and a boost of happiness. Here’s to the return 

of sunshine, colour, and the energy of spring! 

This week, we were very lucky to host Harri and Sam from Spaceward Bound. They set 

themselves up over at the event centre, and each class had the chance to visit and experience a 

real space adventure!  

There’s been lots of positive feedback from students, teachers, parents, and even Harri and 

Sam! They told us that out of the 200 schools they’ve visited, our students were the BEST! Great 

listeners, curious thinkers, and full of thoughtful questions. 

What an amazing reflection of our kura (school) and the wonderful young minds we have here. 

A huge mihi nui (thank-you)  to Harri and Sam, and the Te Anau School PTA for bringing the 



excitement of space to us, and well done to our awesome tamariki (children) for making such a 

great impression! 

Next Monday, the 8th of September, the whole school will be celebrating World Literacy Day. 

Please send your child to school dressed in mufti as their favourite book character. We will have 

a costume parade in the morning, followed by lots of fun book-related activities. 

Lastly, a message from our Year 6 Road Patrol Crew. These students are dedicated to making our 

crossings a safe space for the whole school community. They kindly ask that everyone wait for 

the ‘cross now’ signal before stepping onto the road. This is usually called out in a sing-song 

voice, once they’ve checked that all vehicles have come to a complete stop. Please support 

them in meeting these safety expectations by waiting for their cue to cross. 

 

Ngā mihi nui, 

Fallon Graham 

Tumuaki/Principal 

From The Board 

I would like to pass on my thanks and appreciation to Mr. Hunter, who has been the staff 

representative for the past six years. His knowledge, professionalism and sense of humour were 

great attributes to have at each meeting. Thanks for your time and commitment to the role, 

Mark.  

With Mark stepping down, we welcome Moretta Excell as the new staff rep and look forward to 

having you on the Board.  

I would also like to pass on my thanks to Kiri Bell and Hannah Hodson, who have not sought re-

election. Your commitment and expertise on the Board were a great asset to have. 

Remember, voting is still open, so please ensure you get yours in. We have some great 

nominees to choose from. 

Regards 

Kris Dale, Board Chair 



Board Election Candidates  

 

1 - Kia ora koutou, 

My name is Kris, a dad of four, with three currently at Te Anau Primary and one at college. My wife and I have lived in Te Anau 
for seven years and feel lucky to be part of such a great community. 

I'm a community-focused police officer and I also lead Te Anau Blue Light, empowering youth in the basin. I’ve served on the Te 
Anau School Board for the past three years, including the past year as Presiding Member. Over this time, I’ve helped lead the 

Board through the appointment of our new Principal and the exciting development of the school hall. 

It's important your Board understands its Purpose, their People, the Processes and ultimately deliver this through Performance. I 
have experience and a clear understanding of governance and how to work in a collaborative team to ensure the best outcomes 

for your children. 

I’m passionate about continuing this progress and would appreciate the opportunity to keep working on behalf of your school 
community. 

Thanks, 

Kris Dale 



 

2 - I’m Sarah - I live in Te Anau with my partner Nathan who is a Forman on the Milford road and our kids Mason and Laura who 
are both at Te Anau School. I work at Mitre 10 and enjoy helping people.  

Before becoming a mum I spent 10 years in aviation working as a helicopter pilot, the later years based out of Milford.  

I enjoy being outdoors and getting the kids out as much as we can biking, swimming, camping and having fun.  

I helped as a Kea and Cub leader for Scouts for a few years and loved getting to know all the kids and adults who are connected.  

I hope to contribute a positive outlook and bring my enthusiasm. 

 

3 - I’m Vanessa Horwell, mum to Ari (9) and Thea (8), and I’ve lived in Te Anau for the past eight years. I work for Te Waiau 
Mahika Kai Trust, leading environmental restoration and cultural connection projects in the Waiau catchment. My background is 

in science, conservation and planning — including environmental and transport planning, as well as languages. I’m a strong 



supporter of the school through environmental mahi both on and off the school grounds and regularly volunteer for school trips 
and other activities. 

I’ve served on a number of boards over the years, including the Flite Incorporated (trampolining), Fiordland Community Garden 
Charitable Trust, Christchurch Coastal Pathway, Fiordland Families Network, Te Anau Playcentre, and the Toy Library. I’ve 

completed the Institute of Directors’ Governance Essentials training and bring hands-on experience in governance, financial 
oversight, strategic planning and working collaboratively with communities. 

I believe in supporting our young people to reach their full potential — academically, socially, and emotionally. I’m a strong 
advocate for building inclusive learning environments and fostering a life-long love for learning in our tamariki. I value open 

communication, good relationships, and practical problem-solving. I’m interested in strengthening the school’s engagement with 
whānau and supporting its journey with Te Tiriti o Waitangi and Te Ao Māori, as well as encouraging opportunities to integrate 

science and sustainability into the curriculum. 

My strengths include clear communication, financial literacy, community engagement, and a collaborative approach. Outside of 
work my interests include conservation, gardening, reading, sustainability and outdoor pursuits like tramping, biking, climbing, 

kayaking and orienteering. I care about the wellbeing and success of our tamariki and welcome the opportunity to serve our 
school community as a trustee. 

Ngā mihi nui, 

Vanessa Horwell 

 

4 - My name is Jason Palmer, and I’m excited to put my name forward for the Te Anau Primary School Board of Trustees. 

Our whānau has been part of the Te Anau community for the past 18 months. I’m the proud dad of Esme, who is in Year 5, and 
Luna, who will join the kura (school) next year. 

My current role is as the manager of Te Kūwaha Mātauraka – the John McGlashan College Second Campus at Te Anau Downs. 
Prior to moving here, I taught Māori, Geography, History and Outdoor Education at South Otago High School in Balclutha for 11 

years. 

I’m passionate about education in all its forms and believe there’s far more to learning than what happens in the classroom. I’m 
actively involved in school life—attending trips, running activities, and this year leading the Friday Outdoor Education club. 



As a former teacher of Te Reo Māori, I have a strong understanding of tikanga Māori and believe in the importance of reflecting 
Te Ao Māori (the Māori world view) in our kura. 

As a board member, I’d love to contribute to the direction Te Anau Primary is heading. This is a great school, and I’d like to help 
ensure it continues to thrive. I believe that I would bring a balanced perspective from both teaching/learning and governance. A 

key part of my current role at John McGlashan involves writing and reviewing policies and procedures, and I have expertise in 
EOTC (Education Outside the Classroom) policy, compliance, and risk management. 

Above all, I believe school should be a place where every child feels safe, supported, and excited to learn. 

Thank you for considering me as a candidate. I’d be honoured to serve our school and community. 

Ngā manaakitanga, Jason Palmer 

 

5 - Hi, my name is Selina and I’m putting my name forward for the School Board.  

As a born and bred Southlander, I have lived in Te Anau for the past 9 years after spending time working and travelling overseas.  

My partner and I own and operate The Fat Duck Restaurant, and we have two boys who are 10 and 4 years old.  Our 10 year is 
old currently attending Te Anau primary, and our 4-year-old is not far behind. 

I have been incredibly impressed by Te Anau primary, and it’s focus on Tamariki since our oldest joined.  The teachers and team 
involved have created an amazing learning environment for the children where the goal is very much on encouraging and 

supporting the children. 

Both as a business owner and as someone who has travelled in countries that are less fortunate to ours, I believe I bring an open 
mind, practical thinking and a support and growth mindset with a community focus. 

I would love the opportunity to be able to contribute and serve in a way to help ensure the schools continued success.  

Regards, 

Selina Wright 



Welcome 

Ethan Bajwa has turned 5! He started school in Room 12 with Katie Harden this week. Happy 

birthday Ethan and happy school days to you! 

 School News 

 

World Literacy Day! Next Monday, the 8th of September, the whole school will be celebrating 

World Literacy Day. Please send your child to school dressed in mufti as their favourite book 

character. We will have a costume parade in the morning, followed by lots of fun book-related 

activities. 



 

 

 



 

 

School Term Calendar 2025 

You can also access our school calendar through the website www.teanau.school.nz1 

Click on 'Our School' on the taskbar, then click on 'Calendar' 

• 8 September - World Literacy Day - Dress Up As Your Favourite Book Character! 

• 9 September - John Parsons Cyber Safety 

• 12 September - Whole School Assembly 9.30am Event Centre 

• 25 September - Mobile Dental Unit approximate arrival date 

• 16 September - Transition to School Meeting - Room 12 - 3.15pm 

• 16 September - Poppet Clothing (School Uniform) visit 1.00pm - 3.00pm 

 
1https://www.teanau.school.nz/ 



• 19 September - Last Day of Term 3 

• 6 October - First Day of Term 4 

• 24 October - Teacher Only Day - SCHOOL CLOSED 

• 27 October - Labour Day - SCHOOL CLOSED 

• 28-31 October - Junior Swimsafe Week 

• 31 October - Pet Day - Rugby Grounds 

• 11 November - Year 6 Waiau Habitat Trust Day 

• 24-28 November - Year 6 Dunedin Camp Week 

• 1-2 December - Year 5 Deep Cove Camp 

• 11-12 December - Year 4 Camp 

• 16 December - Last Day of School and Year 6 Graduation - Event Centre Stadium 11am 

• 2026 TERM DATES: Term 1 2nd Feb - 3 April Term 2 20th Apr - 3 July Term 3 20th Jul - 25 

Sep Term 4 12 Oct-11 Dec 



Community Notices 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 


