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Principal's Pen 

Kia ora koutou 

It’s Thursday already, and another week has flown by. 

There has been a lot happening in the news recently around education. While it’s great to see 

our primary schools getting attention, I do wish it were in a more positive light. Teachers work 

incredibly hard for our children. They give their best every day to bring out the best in our kids. 

As a parent myself, I know how challenging that can be. I can’t always get my own children to do 

some of the things their teachers manage to achieve. 

With all that is going on in the background, our team here at Te Anau School remains 

committed to engaging children in real-life contexts that inspire and motivate them, encourage 

curiosity and innovation, and above all, bring joy to learning. 

Speaking of joy, well done to our crew who played golf down in Mossburn on Wednesday. Mrs 

Gamble and Mr Hunter reported that it was a fantastic day filled with great sportsmanship and 

togetherness from our group. A huge thank you to the parents who helped make this day a 



success. We know that many of these types of activities rely heavily on you for transport, and 

we are very grateful for your ongoing commitment and support. 

Many of you will have heard that the school pool is now open for the summer season. With 

increased running costs and new health and safety requirements for testing and monitoring, we 

are still working on how we can make the pool available for public use. Unfortunately, funding 

from key sales alone does not cover the fuel costs, let alone the extra resourcing needed for the 

additional testing requirements. 

In the meantime, you can purchase keys for the Fiordland Community Pool from Outside Sports, 

or for the Manapouri Community Pool from the Cathedral Café in Manapouri. It would be 

wonderful to see an increase in community use of both of these facilities. 

At this stage, our school pool will remain open for school use and for swimming lessons from 

external providers only. 

 

Fallon Graham 

Tumuaki/Principal 

Welcome! 

Ziggy Otene has turned five and started school this week with Mrs Harden in Room 12. Happy 

birthday, Ziggy, and happy school days to you! 
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School Policies and Procedures

Our policies and procedures can be viewed at any time
through our school website. www.teanau.school.nz

Click on 'Policies and Procedures' and enter the following

username and password.

Username: teanau Password: climbing

This term we are reviewing:

Bullying and Harassment

Behaviour Management

Searches, Surrender, and Retention of Property

Minimising Physical Restraint

Stand-down, Suspension, and Exclusion

Staff Wellbeing and Safety

Click on Current Review to view and give feedback.

School Hours &

Attendances
9am - 3pm (children must not be at school before 8.30am and after 3.15pm)

Interval 10.40am - 11.00am

Lunch 12.15pm - 1.10pm

Absences/Picking Up Early: The office must be advised before 9am if your

children are going to be absent, late (arrival time must be advised) or picked up early. You

can do all of this on your Hero app, email admin@teanau.school or phone 03 249 7131.

Signing In/Out: Don't forget to do this when your child is late or leaving school early.

Going on holiday? Your dates must be emailed to the school office -

admin@teanau.school.nz

Year 6 Camp Fundraisers
Each year our Year 6 tamariki travel to Dunedin for one week to

experience city life. This costs approximately $300.00 per child to

attend.

To help finance this we fundraise throughout the year. This includes our

weekly Friday sausages and the Polar Plunge.

Only $3.00 per

sausage
We thank you in advance for helping us contribute to this camp.



School Term Calendar 2025 

You can also access our school calendar through the website www.teanau.school.nz1 

Click on 'Our School' on the taskbar, then click on 'Calendar' 

• 14 November - Whole School Assembly 9.30am Event Centre 

• 18 November - Rooms 11, 12 & 13 Dock Bay Trip 

• 19 November - Rooms 7 & 8 Dock Bay Trip 

• 20 November - Rooms 5 & 6 Dock Bay Trip 

• 20 November - Year 6 Orientation Day at Fiordland College 

• 20 November - Year 5 Road Patrol Training 

• 24-28 November - Year 6 Dunedin Camp Week 

• 1-2 December - Year 5 Deep Cove Camp 

• 3 December - Board Meeting 

• 3 December - Year 6 Fiordland College Parent Evening 6pm 

• 4 December - PTA Meeting 7pm Black Dog 

• 10 December - Year 6 Milford Trip 

• 11-12 December - Year 4 Camp 

• 12 December - Whole School Assembly 9.30am  

• 15 December - Transition Morning 

• 15 December - Year 5 & 6 Dine and Dance 6.30-8pm 

• 16 December - Last Day of School and Year 6 Graduation - Event Centre Stadium 11am 

• 2026 TERM DATES: Term 1 2nd Feb - 3 April Term 2 20th Apr - 3 July Term 3 20th Jul - 25 

Sep Term 4 12 Oct-11 Dec 

 
1https://www.teanau.school.nz/ 



Community Notices 

Community Notices - These must be in by Wednesday lunchtime for Thursday's newsletter. 

Please note these must be in JPG/poster format, and notices are generally placed once. 

 



 

Parent to Parent®
connect inform support

Parent

Support
Group
A space for you to connect

Chat with other parents and carers who know what it's like to care

for a disabled child, a neurodivergent child, or a child with health

impairments.

Parent to Parent will be hosting Parent Support Groups in Te Anau every 3 months, to support

carers and parents just like you. These groups are a safe space for family and whānau to share their

experiences, their challenges, their triumphs, and to learn from each other in an open and 100%

judgement-free environment. No topic is too 'weird', no question too 'out there'. We get it, and we

are here to help.

So if you'd like to share a struggle, celebrate a success, raise a concern, or simply chat with other

parents and carers in your area, you are always welcome at our Parent Support Group. Children are

welcome too! Drop in for as long or as short a time as you want.

Upcoming groups for 2025

Dates:

Time:

Venue:

Tue 25th February | Tue 27th May | Tue 26th August |  Tue 25th November

1:30pm - 2:30pm

Fiordland Community House, 21 Luxmore Drive, Te Anau 9600

Feel free to just show up on the day!

Or contact MaryAnn Hughes for more information:

maryann@parent2parent.org.nz 027 808 3951


