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Te Kura o Te Anau 

 

Principal's Pen 

Kia ora kotou 

Our school values have really been shining through over the past couple of weeks. Our Year 5 

and 6 students have been away at camp, and our Year 4s are getting excited for their trip to Te 

Kūwaha Mātauraka next week on Thursday. It has been wonderful to see our students taking 

what they’ve learned at school and using those skills confidently in new places and situations. 

We’ve had some great feedback from Jump n Fun in Dunedin and even from a member of the 

public at Moana Pool, all praising the behaviour and attitude of our Year 6 students. They 

should feel very proud of how well they represented our school, and of the pride they take in 

themselves. Well done, team. 

Our Year 5s had an action-packed two days at Deep Cove. There were definitely some tired 

faces getting off the boat, but not one without a smile! A big thank-you to all the staff and 

parents who have supported, or are about to support, our camps. These experiences take a lot 

of time, energy, and behind-the-scenes planning to make them run smoothly, and we’re truly 

grateful for all your help. 



School reports will be released on Hero next week on Friday 12th December. They are a great 

opportunity to reflect on the school year and celebrate the many positives. Although we have 

not had the tools promised to us by the Ministry of Education, we have used a range of 

assessment tools to make our overall teacher judgements (where the dot sits on the graphs). A 

reminder that expectations have changed, so the graphs will look different from previous years. 

Alongside your child’s report, you will also find information about their 2026 classroom 

placement and their new classroom teacher. Placing children in classes is no easy task. We take 

into account friendships, social and emotional needs, strengths, achievement levels, interests, 

and personalities. It really is one giant puzzle that we pour over for weeks, often waking in the 

night thinking about the best combinations of students and teachers. This is why it becomes 

very difficult to move children once classes have been finalised. One change can quickly unravel 

a carefully balanced plan. 

Speaking of a well thought out plan, that's exactly what Cooper Turner had in his mind when he 

reached for the TOP and came: 3rd - MNZ Southern Series (4 rounds) 2nd - MNZ Southland 

Champs 1st - Winter Series @ sandpit Invercargill 1st - Southern Dirt Bikes 5 round series, and 

3rd - Southern Dirt Bikes Club Champs. What a haul of awards Cooper!  

 

Another well-thought-out plan is the strategic vision and direction for schools. These plans are 

developed with input from the community, whānau, students, and staff, and they outline the 

priorities schools will focus on. You may have heard that there was previously a legislative 

mandate requiring schools to include Treaty commitments in their plans. That mandate has now 

been removed by the government, and many schools are actively discussing whether to 

continue including it in their strategic plans. 

We discussed this at our recent Board meeting held last night. For us it was pretty clear, it may 

not be seen as important by some but to us it most certainly is. See the statement below for the 

Board’s position on this. 



Have a great weekend everyone. 

 

Fallon Graham 

Tumuaki/Principal 

A Note From The Board 

Tēnā koutou e te whānau o Te Anau School, 

As the Board of Te Anau School, we proudly reaffirm our commitment to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. 

Although government rules have changed, our responsibility to honour Te Tiriti within 

education remains unchanged. It is a core part of who we are as a school and how we support 

our tamariki. 

Our vision is for children to climb their way to the TOP, guided by our values of Togetherness 

(Ngātahi), Optimism (Ngākau rorotu), and Pride (whakahi). We will continue to ensure te reo 

Māori and tikanga Māori are respected, visible, and woven into daily school life. We are 

committed to ensuring our Māori tamariki see their language, culture, and identity recognised 

and celebrated. 

For us, upholding Te Tiriti o Waitangi is about fairness, inclusion, and giving every child the 

opportunity to learn, grow, and thrive. 

Te Anau School Board 

 School News 

 



 

1 - Olympic trampoline medalist Dylan Schmidt visited our school last week. Dylan attended our school as a child, so his return 
was very special for him. Dylan spoke to our students about his time training and competing as an Olympic and World 

Championship medalist. A true inspiration for us all. 

 



 

The library stocktake has been completed; however, there are still some books that are really 

good at hide and seek. Please take a look under the beds, on the couch, in the car, and 

anywhere your child may have been reading. We would love to reunite them with our library 

shelves asap. Thank you. 

 

2 - Don't forget to pick up your lost property! 



School Term Calendar 2025 

You can also access our school calendar through the website www.teanau.school.nz1 

Click on 'Our School' on the taskbar, then click on 'Calendar' 

• 1-2 December - Year 5 Deep Cove Camp 

• 2 December - Year 1 Transition to School Meeting 3.15pm 

• 3 December - Board Meeting 

• 3 December - Year 6 Fiordland College Parent Evening 6pm 

• 3 December - Board Meeting 7pm 

• 4 December - PTA Meeting 7pm Black Dog 

• 9 December - Dance Year 5 & 6 

• 10 December - Year 6 Milford Trip 

• 11-12 December - Year 4 Camp 

• 12 December - Whole School Assembly 9.30am  

• 15 December - Transition Morning 

• 16 December - Last Day of School and Year 6 Graduation - Event Centre Stadium 11am 

• 2026 TERM DATES: Term 1 2nd Feb - 3 April Term 2 20th Apr - 3 July Term 3 20th Jul - 25 

Sep Term 4 12 Oct-11 Dec 

Community Notices 

Community Notices - These must be in by Wednesday lunchtime for Thursday's newsletter. 

Please note these must be in JPG/poster format, and notices are generally placed once. 

 
1https://www.teanau.school.nz/ 



 

SANTA PARADE
& FUN IN THE PARK

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13

FUN KICKS OFF FROM 12
PARADE STARTING FROM MITRE 10, FINISHING AT LIONS

PARK AT 2PM

JOIN US FOR A MAGICAL DAY OF XHAS CHEER
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

MARKET STALLS & FOOD STALLS

KIDS GAMES & ACTVITIES

BOUNCY CASTLES + MINI JEEPS

A SPECIAL VISIT FROM SANTA HIMSELF

BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY AND LETS CELEBRATE TOGETHER

PROUDLY ORGANISED BY SANTA'S LITTLE HELPERS



 

Fiordland Community Swimming Pool

Julie Walls- Focus
18 Howden - Te Anau

Fiordland Residents and Visitors who are current Fob holders will be able to use the pool during

School Holidays and Public holidays from 6.00am-10.00pm.
During school term all fob holders can use from 6.00am-9.00am and 3.00pm-10.00pm.

Fobs are available for an adult, University or Polytechnic student, Seniors and Couple.
Visitors- Casual Rates available

Fobs and Special Rates Available

*Adult $140 *Year 13-University or Polytech student - Senior 65+ years $105

*Family - $275 *Couple - $205.
New Fob Holders- Add $30.00 as a bond - Refundable on return

Casual Rates

Weekly - $70 (Inclusive of refundable fob $30 on return)

Monthly - $110 (Inclusive of refundable fob $30 on return)
Showers for swimmers only $2.00

**If you have a fob you can take along friends/family with you who are not able to obtain a fob but

they do need to pay a casual swim fee into the honesty box.

Casual Swim: Adults $6.00 - Children/Students $3.00 - Seniors 65yrs+ $4.00 and Showers $2.00

NOTE: The fob holder does have to be at the pool at the time and be responsible as follows:-

*Adult accompanying a pre-school, swims for free, pay only for child.

*Children U8 are required to be supervised by a caregiver 16 years and over in the water within arm's

length at all times, with a maximum of 2 children at any one time.

*Children 8-12 years must be supervised at poolside by a caregiver 16 years and over.

For information and Fob Purchase: Visit Outside Sports or Peter Dolamore on 027 688 4626 or

Email: fiordlandswimpool@gmail.com
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2mailto:fiordlandswimpool@gmail.com 


