Term 4-Week 10-2025

Te Kura o Te Anau

Principal's Pen
Kia ora koutou whanau,

We are almost there! It’s nearly time to pack those lunch boxes away and forget about early
bedtimes and waking tired kids up for school. This season is fun, exciting, and downright

chaotic! Children’s activities wind up, and expectations for parents skyrocket with sausage
sizzles, fun after-school events, and the inevitable Christmas bonanza! Unfortunately, our
demands and exciting activities are no exception. As school winds down, the activities,
assemblies, and fun all amp up. We understand the pressure on families at this time of year, as
many of us are parents ourselves. Do what you can, say yes when you can, but most importantly,
look after yourselves and your whanau.

Tomorrow we will hold our last school assembly for the year, and it is full of certificates and
end-of-year acknowledgements as we wrap things up. On Monday, | have the pleasure of
spending a lovely morning tea with our GOLD Award recipients. | have some special treats
planned for these children. Reaching GOLD is no easy task, and these children have consistently
shown our TOP values both inside and outside the classroom. Congratulations to all of them.



On Friday, you will also get access to your child’s school report on Hero. This is a comprehensive
report covering their learning across the curriculum, their achievements inside and outside the
classroom, and of course how they relate to others and show optimism, pride, and togetherness.
The graphs will be back in action and will look different from previous years, as expectations
have changed with the release of the new curricula. At mid-year, this was very new to us, and

we had limited time to ensure our dots accurately reflected what children were capable of.
These have now been revisited as more assessments and knowledge became available. We are
still waiting for Ministry tools that were promised; these should be available at the beginning of
2026.

We have kept the mid-year dots visible for you to illustrate progress over the year, as this is an
important part of the story a school report tells. When we focus on rates of progress, we shift
achievement—and that is what we are here to do. Many factors influence progress, including
engagement, context, absences, extra-curricular learning, work habits, and more. | have
attached some illustrations of progress below to further support this.

The graph below shows a child working within the dark blue band. This is considered ‘at
expected level,” now labelled ‘proficient.” This child is showing expected progress and is working
where they are expected to be for their age and stage.

The lighter blue band shows a child working above or exceeding expectations. The light yellow
shows a child working towards or who is requiring support.

/



This graph above shows a child who is currently ‘below the expected level of achievement,” now
described as ‘working towards.” The child is making accelerated progress, and if this rate
continues, they are on track to be ‘at/proficient’ by the next reporting period. This child has
worked exceptionally hard to increase their rate of progress over the year, especially
noteworthy given that the benchmark has also changed.

Achievement only tells one part of the story. Rates of progress give us deeper insight into
whether our programmes are meeting the needs of our students. These conversations also help
us target support where it is needed most. This will be a key focus for us in 2026 and includes
both children who are underachieving and those who require extension.

When the report is released, you will also see who your child’s classroom teacher will be next
year and which room they will be in. On Monday morning, the children will spend time with
their 2026 teacher, getting to know them and the classmates they will be learning alongside.

On Tuesday, we say ‘haere ra’ to our Year 6s as they head off on their next phase. What an
exceptional bunch of children they are! Parents can feel incredibly proud of them all. We thank
you for your support over the years and for allowing us to be part of your children’s education.
We wish them every success. Graduation ceremony details are included in this newsletter.

A final thank you to our exceptional teachers, our many parent helpers, the Board, PTA, and our
local community. It truly does take a village, and we have one of the best! Our Year 5 and 6s
were treated to an amazing Christmas disco with the most incredible decorations. A huge thank
you to everyone who made this night so special.

Camps have come and gone, and our children gain so much from these experiences! | still
remember my own primary school camp from many years ago. Thank you to everyone who
made these camps not only possible but amazing. The feedback from adults, teachers, and
students has been overwhelmingly positive. | could go on... so many great things are happening
here at Te Anau School. If you have been a part of any of it, even in a small way—thank you!

Meri Kirihimete, everyone!



Stay sane, enjoy your break if you manage to get one and | hope Santa is kind to you all.

Fallon Graham

Tumuaki/Principal

School News

Our school assembly will be held on Friday 9.30am at the Event Centre. All welcome.
Congratulations to those below receiving certificates this week:

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY AWARDS ﬁﬁ

Junior School

Room 5 Tiare Tuisalia, Emily Reygaert

Room 6 Cooper Te Whana, Wesley Bruwer

Room 7 Hazel Crouchley, Charlie Nicholson

Room 8 Maisie Murray, Priya Onyszczuk

Room 11 Quinn Thomson, Mae Jacques, Finn Stock
Room 12 Zachary Hamilton

Room 13 Kenzie Sandri, Atarah Lilo

Senior School

Room 1 Libby Sutherland, Nikola Stosic, Steven Rasiga
Room 2 Grace Killeen, Regan Thomson

Room 3 Darcy Adie, Keenan Ratima

Room 4 Namish Mehra, Quinn Bosch

Room 9 Marina Meagher Mathews, Abbey Hemi

Room 10 Marie Thomas, Ty Campbell

Next Year's School Vests

Next year, school vests will be allocated to each child, with their name written on them. This will
incur a $5.00 charge, which will be added to your Hero account.



End-of-Year
BBQ
Supported oy Ray i
$3 Sausages
s1ice Blocks

*Free waterslides
*50¢ Drench-a-Friend &
Cornhole Game

/ P, News -

@ Go Raise It: Cookie, Croissant & Cup Fundraiser - Yy 0.}
Thank you again to the school community for generously i. .
supporting this fundraiser which was a huge success, raising %
approximately $3,000. A special thank you to Four Square for
helping with the logistics of storing such a large quantity of
frozen food. We've had plenty of positive feedback about the
deliciousness of the goods, so look out for a repeat of this
fundraiser next year!

% Ice Cream Bar at the Year 5&6 Last Dance Disco -

To make this end-of-year social event even more special, the
PTA provided an ice cream bar, which was much-appreciated by
the Year 5 & 6 students.

*

End-of-Year BBQ - Tuesday 16th December 12:30-1:30pm
We are excited about the upcoming End-of-Year BBQ, kindly
supported by Ray White. Festivities will kick of f after the Year 6
Graduation Assembly. Students should bring togs and a towel for
the free water slides, and coins for the sausages and icy treats,

as well as the Drench-a-Friend & Cornhole games. s
QPTA wish you and your family a very happy holiday seacon! s & /

Te Anau School Library

The library stocktake has been completed; however, there are still some books that are really
good at hide and seek. Please take a look under the beds, on the couch, in the car, and
anywhere your child may have been reading. We would love to reunite them with our library
shelves asap. Thank you.



This term’s
Not named °
can’t read

1-Don't forget to pick up your lost property!

School Term Calendar 2025

You can also access our school calendar through the website www.teanau.school.nz?

Click on 'Our School' on the taskbar, then click on 'Calendar’

11-12 December - Year 4 Camp
12 December - Whole School Assembly 9.30am
15 December - Transition Morning

16 December - Last Day of School and Year 6 Graduation - Event Centre Stadium 11am
with a BBQ at school to follow

2 February 2026 - School Starts 9am Term 1
6 February - Waitangi Day - SCHOOL CLOSED

18 February - Te Anau Basin Athletics

lhttps://www.teanau.school.nz/




e 18 February - Board Meeting

e 20 February - Whole School Assembly 9.30am

e 24 February-3 March - Life Ed Mobile Classroom
e 10 March - Northern Athletics

e 13 March - Whole School Assembly 9.30am

e 21 March - Southland Athletics

e 2 April - Whole School Assembly 9.30am

e 2026 TERM DATES: Term 1 2nd Feb - 3 April  Term 2 20th Apr - 3 July Term 3 20th
Jul-25Sep Term 4 12 Oct-11 Dec

Community Notices

Fiordland Families Network

Please find this month's newsletter at the link below.
Issue 75 November 20252

December has arrived, bringing its familiar mix of excitement, celebration, and a little end-of-
year chaos. With so much happening for whanau, we hope you’re still able to find a few
moments to slow down and catch your breath.

This month’s newsletter is full of local events, helpful ideas for navigating the holidays with
tamariki, and a few light, festive touches to ease you into summer.

Here’s to a joyful, slightly chaotic, very merry finish to the year!
Aroha nui

The FFN team

Fiordland Families Network

Connecting, supporting and advocating for Fiordland Families

Zhttps://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A www.fiordlandfamiliesnetwork.com post fiordland-
2Dfamilies-2Dnewsletter-2Dissue-2D75-2Ddecember-2D2025&d=DwMFaQ&c= Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-
a6DfgMblISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6MOCWLyv8eGsg3iN60CCB5 26-f4apxFAgIWEM1mpD8&m=SZYXxmF3-
2hwgkROHLitHtaPTaHSOYSfSd8K3epFMSI8C9alP06-
UKHIIcgBpb96&s=20PEgAOaxn6S0Pda87laqyfDt8BWGW1j5VFkF12h-1c&e=




Gl ETHEETH - 4LT STADIUM

SOUTHLAND
> =

Wednesday 14th January 2026

2pm - 4pm Velodrome @
ILT Stadium Southland

Now
taking
registrations

032199325
office@cyclingsouth.org.nz



